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PUBLIC COMMENT AT BOARD MEETINGS

The Board of Education (BOE) encourages public participation on school related matters. At the same time,
the BOE honors the District’s chain of contact. In order to handle problems in the most effective way, it is
extremely important to first contact the staff member most directly involved with the question or concern. The
Board of Education would only become involved, if necessary, at the final stage of an unresolved matter. The
primary responsibility of the Board of Education is to set policy for the school District. Although individual
Board members are willing to listen to your concerns, the Superintendent and the administrative staff are
legally empowered to administer the school district and put into operation the policies and decisions of the
Board of Education, Federal and State Education Law, and Commissioner’s Regulations.

As a courtesy, the BOE requires persons wishing to address the BOE at one of its regular meetings during the
public comment session of the agenda to sign up in person with the District Clerk by 3:00 PM on the business
day prior to the scheduled meeting. The names of interested individuals will then be shared with the BOE
President to prepare for the public comment portion of the agenda. If the District Clerk has no one signed up to
speak, the BOE President will make such a statement of acknowledgement at the meeting: “No one has signed
up to comment so we will move to the next item on the agenda.”

To allow for public comment, a period not to exceed 15 minutes shall be set aside during the first part of each
BOE meeting. The period may be waived or extended by a majority vote of the BOE. Persons who have
signed up to speak will be recognized by the school board president in accordance with established
procedures including identifying the name/name of organization represented (if any), and a brief description of
the agenda topic to be addressed. Any group or organization wishing to address the Board must identify a
single spokesperson. The BOE requests any written statements or comments be provided to the District Clerk.

Presentation should be as brief as possible. Because meetings of the BOE contain full agendas and to allow
the BOE to conduct its business, each speaker will be permitted to speak no longer than three minutes.
Speakers may comment on any matter related to district business with the exception of specific matters of
personnel or students.

The BOE believes it has a responsibility to serve as role models of public decorum, positive discourse and
respect. In order to respect privacy, the BOE discourages criticism or personal attacks involving individual
district personnel or students. Persons wishing to discuss matters involving individual district personnel or
students should present their comments and/or concerns to the Superintendent in writing.

Conduct in a civil manner is expected of all individuals present at a BOE meeting. Obscene language, libelous
statements, threats of violence, statements advocating racial, religious, or other forms of prejudice are
prohibited.

The President may read a statement detailing public comment procedures prior to the Public Comment
portions of the agenda.



The BOE offers the opportunity during the agenda for a second public comment period only for items not listed
on the current evening’s agenda. This period will not exceed 15 minutes. This period may be waived or
extended by a majority vote of the BOE.

Persons making presentations at a BOE meeting will address remarks to the President and may direct
comments to BOE members or other District officials only upon the approval of the President. BOE members
and the Superintendent shall have the privilege of asking questions of any person who addresses the BOE.

Generally, the BOE considers public comments under advisement, the BOE reserves comment and the BOE
does not take action or respond at the same meeting on items presented by speakers. Comments from the
public concerning matters not on the agenda will be taken under consideration and referred to the
Superintendent and/or BOE for appropriate action. Persons wishing to have matters included on the agenda
shall contact the District Clerk who will consult with the Board President and Superintendent.

The President shall be responsible for the orderly conduct of the meeting and shall rule on such matters as the
time to be allowed for public discussion and the appropriateness of the subject being presented. The President
shall have the right to discontinue any presentation which violates this policy.
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